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“THE POLITICS OF HEROIN
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. By
Alfred W. McCoy, Harper &
Row, $10.55).
Heroin didn't always have
a bad name. Around {he turn
< of ‘the century it was hdiled
as a “miracle drug”’ and ap-
" proved by the AMA for gener-
al use. In fact, it didn'{ even
have a name until Germany’s
Bayer chemical combine in-
- vented “heroin” as a brand
name and put it on thc mar-
“ket as a cough medicine,

Dut this fascinating hit of
drug lore is only incidental to
the centrat theme of Lhis dev-
astaling book; that because
of its commitment to contain

“communism  in  Southcast
Asia, the U.S. government
hclped create 4 gcneldtmn of
junkies.

Southeast Asia's
triangle” where
Thailand and Burma meet -
has been an opium-growing

“golden

i

bigT2 "

ckers, and allowed American

military aircraft to be used to

transport drugs

The charges are difficult to
refute because, in the main,
they happen 1o be

work. Critics may quarrel
with some of his {acls and
dispite many of his judg-
ments, but he convincingly
demonsirates, for example,
that the G.1. herdin epidemic
in Soutb Vietnam could not
have happened without the
active parlicipation of greedy
generals and government of-
ficials who owed their jobs to
the United States.

U.5. involvement In the
drug tralfic was, as the au-
lhms comend an “inevitable '
consequence” of our in-
volvement in Southeast Asia,
where opium was a way, of
life. But it did no{ become an

© “American problem™ until it

touched American lives,

The book is not quite the
scholarly. work that il pre-
tends to be, It is as much an

indictiment of the. Vietnam -

war as it is a documentation
of the drug (raffic. The au-
thors suggest that all will be
well if President Nixon is de-
feated and the United Stales
pulls out of Southcast Asia

‘Jock, stock and barrel.

Maybe so. Buf the sad thing .
is that the book's chief vic-

tims are a handful of dedi-:

./

cated CIA men who went to
Southeast Asia to do a job.

- That job was to fighl commu-

Laos, -

area for centuries, But what

McCny and his fellow authors
are concerned about is how

within the last 20 years the .

“triangle” has expanded its
production until today it ac-
counts for 70 per cent of the

world’s illicit supp y of her-.

oin.

For this the authors hold
the Uniled States responsible.

- They specifically,charge that’

in  their
against the Communists. U.S.

clandestine  war:

agerlcies, notably the (‘M al--

lied themselves willi ™ ele-
ments known to be cngaged
in the drug traffic; ignored
and cven covered up the ac-;
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nism, not reform a socicty.
—Chicago Daily News

true,
McCoy has dane his home-
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gw.,“,.,u t ~ aftache could learn at a ¢ Ulm"l Ors
our atiit or Jess, over the colfee e ps

miore coar. | Five months before the Japancse at-
oA thom oup tack on Pearl }1?\1‘»05, Harry Howe
- Ransom rzporis in “The Iniellige
Establishment,” Préesident Rossevelt
suramened Col. (Yater Maj. Gei) Wik

k]

2

]

what-

new nllw‘xcc SCTViCE Guwh-l for
the r“qv ments of & global war end
pt.ttﬂmmnﬂ niain after the British
Donevan was a «xvccmeml hn\c
who had wen the Rodal of chm in

iAr Hu'll
JURTS

a law unto il ,‘._}

efzow it SWorkd Wear L . - ;
of -"9‘*3"9 "He was an imagh :z.tn’e aggroessive’
Airows sfisn,” Ransom wiies, “who had trav-

reven d"m
Sta‘:l ot Co

~ eled abroad c.«tf-nswehr So far as in-
{eliigence work weat, ne was ain ama-

’ Y',S?m tour, in the Ameriezn tradition of
't,'““f : ' puilic service he seemed qualified {0
Cloun At T agsemble w mt v as to b::u))m tha fore-

and writter 1 support W ey of ClA
Fortunately, most were Grudely WHICD  Dyring Woild War 1T the closest 2
au;! udeiy ? ‘_‘” & o proachloa central intelligence sysie

SiiH, 11 FEE C“"-‘3~ooﬂn--l G SR vee the \114 1y pith Hicized Onl % O

._;1\\] :,\L,l'.p )
'!;r‘{n-n ' lf;(. l; 12 Strategic Services -~the~ althnst legen-
K<t i at 1117
Mostly 1 fiose 1o d21Y 0SS.

It is difficult to assess the worth of
; =7 0SS because its official history still re-
1hos= living i the n‘ hr ance eora- mains classified. Still, it must be given
minity consider the question zbsucd. credit, despite traditional detractors,
Bt ¢ deserves an answer, : _ for Invaluabie contributions to Allied
> Any president of a Javge corp 1, victory, especia lly in Burma and in de-
and, indeed, 2uy chiel of state. must feating the Axis in North Africa and in,
}-mw 5 ”(e“w\“(_e” il e is to fulfill his aiding the French resistance move-’
Tesp Jl’.blhﬂlelc‘:. : .+ mentl in France, . )
‘He may gel it fs‘o"n, Y But it wasn’t until 1847 that Congress
ﬁom hriefings by his su created the CJA. Tt was fashioned after
drom 3'epGns from consuitants 0SS and it was born during the year:
ever, Lie taust have jutelligen ‘V;’ in b"( that cold viar was declared.
Senses _Of the word; or- h.A Wil mob SW- oy ratly, Congress in selting up CIA
vive long, : X delegated it a -single function, in-

v.fhom

. - S Al % o +1 - Id r ‘
Befere World war I, the avmed so- {elligence, and nothmcr more., That it

vices had relied heavily vpon eivifien qoes much more 1 without questioi,

specialists in wars and, when the fichl- byt just what and where it docs it Is-

as over, they sent the speciahisis payd'io say.

A]hfnnx]aﬂ?:?d forget a1l about the I‘Wﬂ 19 ere is a theory among infelligence

Jmeligene , ag,ems the gaod ones lhal‘hC]e showd
Gen, Grogge C. Movshiell once, de- “ainjost elways” be no failures. It is

seribed the Army’s foreign ln«u]‘fﬂk nee better, so the theory goes, to leave a

as “litile more than W hat & militar .

-
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problem unsolved than to ris}: failure

or discovery.

Still, there have heen failur ves: The
hay of Pigs, the U2 incident,

Taking into account CIA’s policy to--
ward supercaution, it would scem rea-
sonable {o assume that for every fail-
ure there must have besa, oh, ten or
IMOYe sUCCesses, '

The failures have heen pinned on the
CIA while the successes almost never
are. Not definifely.

Sume have susorcled the CTA of hav-
ing.brough! on the downfall of Nkru-
mah in Ghana™ and” Sukarno in In-
denesia, of baving installed [the mili-

/

tary junta in Greece and of having

thrown Sihanouk out of Cambodia.

But those credits, if they are, do,

nothing more than -suppott the notions
of observers who sec the CIA as a molid-

er of temporary geography and &

shaper of ten {alive history.
It is the same atlitude which Miles
Copcland J11, who once worked for the

'Qtﬁte Depanmmn and the CL\, writes
fo in his “The Game of Nations:”

“In the -intelligence game, comi-
petitors seek to gain the greatest pos-
sible advanlzge shml of going to war.’

Yel, the plm iary function of the CIA
continues to be o coordinate the whole
intelligence system, comxstmg of some
10 or 12 separate servic2s, to ensure as
© Allen Dulles said:

“That it gives our govcnnnent ] 1op
policy makers exactly the information
they nced, no more and no kss in or-
der 1o ma ake the 1 ight decisions.”

“Simple uf ~x'mz1(.iou, ravw dnta, may
‘be goed or had, accurate or inaccurate,
xclevmrt or irvelevant, timely or dalca.

But “intelligence” is information that
has heen cv aluat"d covrelated, boiled
down to a2 workable size and phccd in
reports. which can be quickly and ('a:ny
read.

The chiel job of CIA is to snp*tvme
this process. No one who unde rstands

/

anythuw about the demands of man-l

agement can guestion the nced for a’
single agency to handle the job,
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Most recent eflorls 1o dilute the of-

€.\>

'/

fectlvenc 58 of Ule Federal Bureau OIA
Investigation or the LCentral In-.

telligence Agency have been frontal
a‘ssaulis A few are more subtle.
~Inthe latter calegory is the sugges-

tion by Sen. Hubert Humplrey, a
presidential aspirant, that the direc-
{ors of the FRI, the CLA and perhaps
similar  inte lhgenc.c enforcement
agencies of the federal govei‘nmcnt
should serve for specilic 1lerms, per-.
haps 6 or § years.

Senator Huraphrey says his goal is
{o expose these agencics more {o the
ublic view and to popular opinion.
“The {ruth is that directors of the
¥FBI and the CIA do serve defini_te
terms. Bolh hold office at the plea-
sure of the President of the United
-States of America, who can serve for

no longer than cight years.

- More important, the effectivencss
of the CIA, FBI and other agencies
that are vital to the security of the
United States depends to a greal ex-
lenf upon reasonable secrecy -— and
upon their being able to remain aloof
from the political whirlpools in Con-
gress. Fixed terms that would bring
.them into the public spotlight at inter-
-vals’ would cer tainly detract flom
their efficiency. .

However, most difficult of all’ to”’

‘comprehend is why there are so

) many solutions to the “problems” of

the FBI when in reality there is no
‘problem. It is doing a good job, even

in Senator Humphrey's opinion. X

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 CIA RDP80- 01601R001200830001 0




